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SUBJECT: WEEKEND DEVELOPMENTS: DEMONSTRATIONS DISPERSED; 
OPPOSITION DEPUTIES PULL OUT OP CONGRESS VOTE COUNT 
ELECTION REPORT NUMBER 32 

1. GROUPS WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY DISPERSED PROM STREETS 
LEADING INTO PLAZA BARRIOS WITOUT TEAR GAS MARCH 9 
(REPORT 31) CONTINUED TO PLAY CAT-AND-MOUSE GAMES WITH 
POLICE, WHO EVENTUALLY USED TEAR GAS TO SCATTER THEM 
PROM OTHER DOWNTOWN SECTIONS WHICH WERE CLEAR BY 1330. 
RIOS MONTT, COLOM ARGUETA AND DANILO BARILLAS APPARENTLY 
DROVE ALONG 18TH STREET SIDE OP SQUARE AT ONE POINT, 

BUT WHEN THEY SAY POLICE ACTION THEY EVIDENTLY NEVER GOT 
OUT OP THEIR CAR, AND DEPARTED QUICKLY. IN THIS CONNECTION, 
ACCORDING TO MARCH 8 IMPARCIAL, RIOS MONTT IN MEETING 
WITH STUDENTS AT UNIVERSITY REFUSED STUDENT REQUEST POR 
ARMS, SAYING NOT ONLY DID HE NOT HAVE THEM, BUT HE 
WOULD NOT PERMIT ANY STUDENT TO SPILL A DROP OP BLOOD 
IN THE STREETS, ADDING THAT STUDENTS WERE INTELLIGENT AND 
RECONGNIZED THAT THEYWERE NOT TRAINED TO USE ARMS. 

MARCH 1 1 MORNING PRESS REPORTED VARIOUSLY THAT 60 TO 130 
PERSONS HAD BEEN DETAINED BY POLICE IN COURSE OP DEMONSTRA- 
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TIONS. WE SURMISE THAT LOWER NUMBER IS A HIGH ESTIMATE 
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AND MOST OF DEAINTEES, A NUMBER OF WHOM WRE YOUNG WOMEN WHO 

REFUSED TO BUDGE WHEN POLICE ASKED THEM TO MOVE ON, WERE 

SIMPLY TAKEN TO PRECINCT HEADQUARTERS AND 

THEN RELEASED IMMEDIATELY. MARCH 10 PRESS REPORTS 

THAT SEVERAL PEOPLE WERE WOUNDED BY GUNFIRE DURING 

DEMONSTRATIONS, BUT WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION AND 

TEND TO DOUBT IT. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT TEAR GAS WAS 

USED IN DOWNTOWN AREA AGAIN ON EVENING OF MARCH 9, BUT 

AGAIN HAVE NO CONFIRMATION. SUNDAY, MARCH 10, PASSED 

WITHOUT ANY EVIDENT CLASHES BETWEEN POLICE AND 

WOULD-BE DEMONSTRATORS. 

2. AFTER ONE DAY OF PARTICIPATING IN CONGRESS' 

OFFICIAL VERIFICATION OF ELECTORAL REGISTRY COUNT OF 
MARCH 3 ELECTIONS, NINE OPPOSITION DEPUTIES (REPRESENTING 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND REVOLUTIONARY PARTY) PULLED 

OUT OF 31 -MEMBER COMMITTEE MAKING COUNT (SEE REPORT NUMBER 28). 
DEPUTIES DECLARED THAT COMMITTEE, 

WHERE THEY WERE OUTVOTED BY 2 TO 1, WOULD ONLY 
SERVE AS LEGALIZATION OF ELECTORAL FRAUD, WHICH THEY 
DID NOT WANT TO ENDORSE BY THEIR PRESENCE ON COMMISSION. 
DEPUTIES CITED NUMEROUS VIOLATIONS OF NORMAL LEGAL PROCEDURE. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS, ACTING PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, HECTOR 
ANDRADE, TOLD DVF LEADER AND OPPOSITION MEMBER OF 
COMMISSION, RENE DE LEON SCHLOTTER, "IF YOU RESIGN, YOU 
SEAL YOUR FATE. " ANDRADE ALSO TOLD PRESS THAT NINE 
MAY BE DEPRIVED OF THEIR CONGRESSIONAL RIGHTS. 

3. MARCH 9 LA HORA PUBLISHED PAID AD SIGNED BY 
RIOS MONTT IN WHICH HE ESCALATED LANGUAGE 
ATTACKING FRAUD. CALLING HIMSELF "PRESIDENT-ELECT," HE 
SAID, "WE WILL MAKE ANY SACRIFICE TOOPPOSE ERAUD." 

"WE DO NOT FEAR REPRESSION AND TRIUMPH WILL FINALLY 
BE OURS. " ONLY LA HORA CARRIED AD. 

4. IN CHANCE MEETING WITH EMBASSY OFFICER, lULIO LOWENTHAL 
(LAUGERUD'S FINANCE CHIEF DURING CAMPAIGN) 

SAID THAT ELECTIONS HAD BEEN /ABSOLUTE DIASASTER" FOR 
LAUGERUD, BUT HE OPINED THAT PRESIDENT ARANA HAD 
SITUATION WELL IN HAND. 
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5. STRIKE OF WORKERS AT TWO HEALTH MINISTRY HOSPITALS 
IN GUATEMALA CITY (ROOSEVELT AND SAN lUAN DE DIOS 
HOSPITALS) CONTINUES AND HAS SPREAD TO MINISTRY 
HOSPITAL IN QUEZALTENANGEO. STRIKE STILL APEARS 
UNREALTED TO POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. 

MELOY 
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